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PRV Eradication Program

Q.What is the pseudorabies eradication
program?

A. Established in 1989, the pseudorabies
eradication program is a joint, volunteer
effort of state and federal governments
and industry.  Its initial goal was to
eliminate the pseudorabies virus (PRV)
from the nation’s swine herd by year
2000.  It is expected that this goal will be
achieved later this year or early in 2001.  

Q.How is the pseudorabies eradication
program funded?

A. The eradication program was initially
intended to be funded equally by federal,
state and industry cooperators.  For the
first nine years, most of the funds came
from industry and affected states.  State
governments promulgated and enforced
intrastate regulations and producers
contributed by having their herds tested
and instituting control and eradication
measures.  In FY ’99, USDA expenditures
were a little over $9 million – $4.6 for
eradication and $4.5 for surveillance and
other costs.

In addition, in January 1999 the federal
government launched the Accelerated
Pseudorabies Eradication Program (APEP)
which primarily allowed payment to pork
producers for depopulating infected
herds.  When it is finished, it estimated
that the APEP program will have invested
$120 million protecting the nation’s
swine herd.  It is administered through
the US Department of Agriculture’s
Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service (APHIS.)  
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Introduction: 
The federal-state-industry National
Pseudorabies Virus (PRV) Eradication
Program is an unprecedented effort in
swine disease eradication by federal
and state animal health officials with
input from the nation’s pork producers.

PRV has been one of the most costly of
all swine diseases.  It has been
estimated to cost U.S. producers over
$30 million annually through vaccine
costs, testing, abortion, illness, loss of
productivity and access to some foreign
markets.  This estimate does not
include subclinical respiratory or
reproductive problems caused by PRV
in concert with other diseases.  

Discussions about the possibility of
eradicating PRV first began in 1975.  A
national control and eradication
program for PRV was officially kicked-
off on January 1, 1989.  As the
eradication program nears completion,
it is essential that all pork producers
continue to be aware of the risk of
infection and to implement the
production practices that will protect
their herds.
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"If 10% of the sows test positive, and must be
sold at salvage, you get the income from the
sale, but you lose that individual’s productivity.
For example if you assume a sow’s productivity
to be $270 per gestation period (nine pigs
worth $30 each), with random distribution
through the herd, and the average sow is half
way through her pregnancy, you have a gross
cost of $135 per sow.

"Then there is the cost of replacement gilts and
the time it costs to isolate them and then get
them into production.  You must also add in
labor, veterinary expenses and lost opportunity
costs, which vary by operation.

"In total it looks at least like this for a 1,000
head sow herd:

Replacement Gilts (100) $20,000
Lost Gross Revenue   13,500

Cost $33,500
Income from sale of sows $11,200

Total Cost $22,300

"This is for a herd that tests serologically
positive.  You can easily see that if the
PRV infection becomes clinical, you’re probably
out of business.”

"Whether you have a thousand sows or a
hundred or even if it’s a 4-H or FFA project,
avoid the hassle, improve your chances of
financial success and do everything you can to
prevent PRV," recommends Dr. Rowles.
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